JOAN    OF    ARC
were more obscure and complicated. The jealousy of
his nature made it unendurable to him that other people
should perform distinguished deeds, even on his behalf,
of which he knew himself incapable; and Joan's achieve-
ment would already have been discounted by the two
masters of his council, the Chamberlain Georges de la
Tremoille and the Archbishop of Rheims, Regnault de
Chartres, who hated and were hated by the faction at
court that had adopted her. But Charles had one knack
that is often more useful to a king than many virtues, a
sense of the kingly gesture. When he wrote to his loyal
towns of the relief of Orleans he singled out Joan for
special mention; he followed the kiss by a solicitous
inquiry after her health and the advice to take a rest;
and with the arms that he awarded her on June 2nd he
gave her the right, enjoyed only by the most notable of
his subjects, to carry the arms of France on her banner.
But the girl had not travelled all the way from Domremy
merely to collect marks of the royal favour. The arms
meant nothing to her and in fact she never wore them,
leaving that to her family who were quite ready to avail
themselves of the privilege, while the advice to rest
nearly drove her frantic, for she knew what it meant.
The Dauphin and the peace-party in the council, more
astonished than anybody at the victory of Orleans, were
preparing to sit down as before and wait to see what
would happen next But of Joan's "year and a little
more" the little more was already spent.
From Tours the court moved to the castle of Loches,
act far away to the south-east on the River Indre, and
there she joined battle with her opponents on the whole
course of future strategy. There were four possible
alternatives. Some of the soldiers proposed to invade